


[image: ]Innovative Employment Committee
Agenda/Notes
 11.20.25

Attendees:   Dennis Martinez, ACCES-VR; Bonnie Rice, Niagara County; Marilyn Patterson, Niagara County; Michelle Taylor, NYSDOL; Tina Polito, People Inc.; Solomon Joseph, NACS; Jessica Reszitnyk, NYSCB.

	Item 
	Discussion 
	Next Steps/Results

	Welcome Introductions

	Members introduce themselves and their organizations
	 
See above.

	Recent Project Review
	Niagara Student Career Exploration Fair
October 15, 9-1:30
ON BOCES Conference Center
Thanks to ACCES-VR, Orleans Niagara BOCES, and Parent Network.
The first event was a success with 84 students and 22 businesses with demos and interactive experiences related to various occupations including masonry, glazing, carpentry, military, transportation, electrical, automotive, food prep, manufacturing, and aquaculture. Plus, a fun experience in financial literacy.
	October 21, 2026 has been chosen for our next event at the same venue with more business and school districts invited. Planning will begin in January 2026.

	Additional Future Projects
	Ideas shared.  Aiming for Spring 2026 for next Virtual Business workshop.
	 Virtual Business workshops on topic related to employment of individuals with barriers.
Potential Topics:
1. Hidden disabilities: Mental Health. Anti-Stigma Coalition. Dennis will reach out.
Niagara County Mental Health- Marilyn will reach out.
2. Job Coaching: Panel discussion with agency,VR, Employer
3. Employment for refugees-
Innovative concepts in entertainment speaker from Spring ’23 career fair. Tina- will reach out
Dennis -will reach out
4. Bias in AI hiring 
We need a speaker

	Next meeting
	Standing meeting. Date and time. What works best for group members?
	Third Thursday of the month at 2.30 via TEAMS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting December 18, 2025. 
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